[The fate of retained mandibular wisdom teeth].
To describe the fate of retained lower wisdom teeth. An inquiry by telephone was done in patients who were registered five years previously and who at that time had at least one lower wisdom tooth. Questions were asked regarding symptoms and treatment of these teeth. Tertiary referral centre. Retrospective, descriptive. Fifteen out of 55 teeth were removed within the period of five years. Almost all teeth (93.3%) were removed as a preventive treatment. Lower wisdom teeth that have been asymptomatic for a longer period of time have a small chance of becoming symptomatic; removal is not indicated in such circumstances.